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OF 
SYNOD THE 
NORTHWEST 


He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing 
precious seed, shall doubtless come again 


with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him. 
Psalm 126:6 
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Now thank we all our God 

With hearts and hands and voices | 

Who wondrous things hath done 
In whom His earth rejoices; 

Who from our mother's arms 

__ Hath blessed us on our way 

a. With countless gifts of love, 

7. And still is ours today, 


It is a good thing to give thanks 
unto the Lord our God. The lines 
are fallen unto us in pleasant 
places; yea, we have a goodly 
heritage. 
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‘1891- 1941 


Organized September 23, 1891 at Memorial Church, 
St. Paul, Minnesota 


Golden Jubilee September 23, 1941 at St. Mark’ S, 
Fargo, North Dakota 


GOD'S INCREASE 
THROUGH FIFTY YEARS 


1891 
6 congregations 107 congregations 
pastors 110 pastors 
500 members 70,000 members 


| AM THE VINE, YE ARE THE BRANCHES: HE THAT 
ABIDETH IN ME, AND | IN HIM, THE SAME BRINGETH 
FORTH MUCH FRUIT: FOR WITHOUT ME YE CAN 
DO NOTHING. JOHN 15:5 
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The Birth of the Synod 


In response to a call issuing from Redeemer Church, Milwaukee, the Synod 
of the Northwest was organized in Memorial Church, St. Paul, the Rev. A. J. D. 
Haupt, pastor, September 23, 1891. Seven Lutheran pastors serving a few small 
congregations in Minnesota, Wisconsin and North Dakota responded to the 
call. Eight years had passed since the beginnings under Trabert in 1883. 


They met in St. Paul with their lay representatives and organized the Eng- 
lish Evangelical Lutheran Synod of the Northwest. The Synod was received 
into the General Council and became known as “the little synod with the big 
name.” It was indeed a little synod, a feeble plant . . . seven pastors, six con- 
gregations and 343 communicants. That it was little is not significant; what 
is significant is that it had in it the seed of growth. 


ORGANIZING RESOLUTION 
On Wednesday, September 23, 1891, Dr. W. K. Frick offered the following: 


Led by the Spirit of God to the conviction that the time has arrived in the 


history of the English Lutheran work in the Northwest, to organize ourselves 
into a firm Synodical compact, we, the pastors and delegates in convention 
assembled, do hereby in the face of God and in humble reliance upon the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, establish an English Evangelical Lutheran Synod of | 
the Northwest, with temporary officers pending adoption of a Constitution; 
and we invoke the blessing of Almighty God on this new organization, estab- 
lished for His glory and the salvation of souls. 


The Rev. G. H. Gerberding was then chosen president pro tem and the 
Rev. A. Steimle, secretary pro tem. 


The consideration of the Constitution having been completed, various 
amendments incorporated, the Constitution was adopted as a whole. The elec- 
tion of officers resulted as follows: _ 


President... .. The Rev. G. H. Gerberding 
Secretary.......... The Rev. W. K. Frick 


ROLL OF SYNOD, 189! 


| W. K. Frick, Redeemer, Milwaukee A, 7, D. Haupt, Memorial, St. Paul oo 


G. H. Gerberding, St. Mark’s, Fargo W. L. Smith, Holy Trinity, St. Paul 
H. L. McMurray, St. John’s, Duluth A. Steimle, St. Mark’s, No. St. Paul 
Leatherman, Salem, Minneapolis 
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First Synodical Sermon 


Opening Sermon of the First Annual Meeting of the English Evangelical Lutheran Synod of 
the Northwest, preached in Memorial Church, St. Paul, Minnesota, by the Rev. George H. 
Gerberding, A.M., Tuesday evening, September 22, 1891, on Mark 6:34-44, “The Lutheran 
Multitudes: Their Needs and How to Supply Them.” | 


_ Every service in the House of God ought to be an occasion of deep interest. 
Some services, however, are fraught with more absorbing interest than others. | 
The service for which we are gathered this evening is certainly an occasion full 
of unusual interest and inspiration. 


In addition to the ordinary worship of the sanctuary and the a of 
the divine Word, this is a sacramental service. As “one bread and one body,” 
we propose to partake of Him who i is the living bread that ‘“‘cometh down from 
heaven.” 

But, more than this, we engage this evening in the opening service of a 
convention called together for the purpose of organizing an English Lutheran 
Synod. Surely, then, this ought to be an inspiring service. 


Taking the words of our text as a basis, we consider: 


THe LuTHERAN MULTITUDEs, THEIR NEEDs, AND How To SuppLy THEM 
1. We look first on the bright side of the picture. 


The scene presented in our text is an inspiring one. An immense concourse 
of people numbering five thousand men, besides the uncounted women and 
children, crowds the plains on the eastern shore of the sea of Galilee. This 
multitude had gathered there for the special purpose of being near to Jesus and 
getting blessings from Him. Jesus had eluded them at Capernaum, had taken 
ship privately with His disciples and come to the hither side in order to be 
alone and rest with them. But the multitudes were not willing to be separated 
from Him. They had started to run round the northern end of the lake, had 
waded the river Jordan, and began to arrive on the eastern side when Jesus and 
His disciples landed. So intent were they on being with Jesus. 


Moreover a large proportion of them were Passover Pilgrims. They were on 
their way to Jerusalem to celebrate in the Temple the greatest religious festival 
of their church. Arriving at Capernaum they had heard of and come in con- 
tact with that wonderful Jesus of Nazareth whose fame had gone throughout 
the land. Here they were, a vast religious throng, crowding round Jesus, listen- 
ing all day long to His wonderful words of life, experiencing in their bodies and 
spirits His wonderful deeds of love. So intent and enraptured with this Christ 
were they that they forgot the needs of their bodies, and took no thought for 
food or shelter for the night. 


Truly a rare and inspiring spectacle! 


From these crowds by Galilee’s sea, let us turn to look at our Lutheran 
multitudes. The synod that we are about to organize will labor more especially 
in the great states of Wisconsin, Minnesota, and the two Dakotas. Looking over 
this vast domain we have visions of 


“Empires YET To BE” 


What Lutheran multitudes already within the borders of these important 
and rapidly growing commonwealths! Over a year ago Wisconsin had 383 
Lutheran ministers, 816 Lutheran congregations and 162,816 Lutheran com- 
municants. 
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Minnesota had 338 Lutheran Ministers, 923 Lutheran congregations, and 
167,251 Lutheran communicants. 

South Dakota had 83 Lutheran ministers, 270 Lutheran congregations, and 
16 5473 Lutheran communicants. 

North Dakota had 54 Lutheran ministers, 200 Raichdthis congregations, and 
17,757 Lutheran communicants. 

On a safe estimate we can claim that in Wisconsin, Minnesota and South 
Dakota at least one-fourth of the whole population is by birth and by baptism 
Lutheran. In North Dakota over one-half of the population i is thus Lutheran. 
The latter is proportionally the strongest Lutheran state in the Union. The 
communicant membership of our church in the latter state is more than twice 
as large as that of the Methodists, Baptists, Presbyterians and Congregationalists 
combined. 

In these four states the Lutheran church wdinches the Gospel in at least 
eight languages. When we contemplate these Lutheran masses we certainly find 
matter for inspiration. 

Now, let us bear in mind that the adults of this vast sepaietion of our 


church, have, as a rule, been instructed in the doctrines of God’s Word as set 


forth in Luther’s Catechism. They have been confirmed in Lutheran churches 
and have communed at Lutheran altars. They have in their homes and have read 
more or less of the rich and matchless devotional literature of our church. 
Taken as a whole they have a more clear and comprehensive view of the way of 
salvation, as revealed in the divine Word, than the members of any other 
church. They are an educated and intelligent poopie. They desire to have their 
children educated also. ... . : 
These people are also wonderfully thrifty in worldly affairs. They already 
own a large proportion of the real estate and are prominent in all the business 
life of these four states. It requires no prophetic gift to foretell that the men 
and women who will, in the life-time of the present generation, own the largest 
and best part of the land, control the capital, mould the politics, direct the 
education, and give tone to society in b thee regions, are Lutheran boys and girls 


of today. 

Is it not, therefore, an inspiring outlook that lies ‘sa the Lutheran 
Church of these four states! Lift up your eyes and behold! What crowds of 
people! People of our church! What armies of children! Children of our faith! 
What greatness and what power, what influence seems in sight! .... 


2. But there is another side of the picture in our text and to this vision of 
Lutheran prosperity. That multitude by the seaside presents also a very sad 
spectacle. It was a great, unorganized, restless, helpless, hungry, and homeless 
crowd. How sad to contemplate such a surging sea of humanity! There is some- 
thing peculiarly pathetic and melancholy about it. They were in a desert place, 
far away from any hamlet or human habitation. All day long they had tarried, 
with nothing to eat, and now night was about to settle down upon the sad 
scene. We can see the anxious faces of mothers and hear the hungry cries of 


And so there is a sad side also to the vision of the Lutheran snaltieution that 
we have contemplated. 

A large proportion of them are strangers in a strange land. They are far 
from home. They are in a spiritual desert. They are spiritually destitute. They 
are cut off from the churches of their fathers, where they were baptized and 
confirmed, and at whose altars they once communed. The old ties that bound 
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them to the House of God are all reversed. The old associations and companion- | 
ships that drew them to the church are all gone. If there is a church of their 
own faith within reach of their new home it has an unfamiliar look. Its pastor — 
has a strange voice and it is full of unknown faces. The old time welcomes and 
greetings are sadly missed. None of these old ties draw or bind them to the 
church in the new land. 

The most of these strangers have torn loose from all their former ties and | 
pitched their tents in these new regions from worldly motives. Had the moving 
_ purpose for changing homes been like that of the Pilgrim Fathers, or of the 
companions of the sainted Dr. Walther, or of the persecuted Lutherans from 
the Baltic Provinces, they would form more helpful material for the American 
Lutheran Church. For all of these sought these western shores in order that 
they might enjoy | 

worship God.” 


| 


But with the great mass of our Lutheran immigrants the case is entirely 
different. They come hither to better their worldly condition, to secure for 
themselves better homes, to own farms, to make money, to get rich. What 
wonder then, that, with all the former bonds and friendships of the church 
broken, they should be careless about the church in the new home? What 
wonder that “‘the cares of this life, the deceitfulness of riches and the lust of 
other things entering in” should choke the old seed and make it unfruitful? 
What wonder if they are speedily filled with the prevailing spirit of materialism 
and indifference to the claims of the Church of Christ? They have “no time” 
for the church, for the Word of God, or for family instruction and devotion. 
They speedily learn to worship the god of the land, the almighty dollar! Oh, 
how sad, that vast multitudes of the children of the Church of the Reforma- 
tion are thus spiritually destitute and in danger of perishing! 


Then, too, their own church often seems utterly indifferent as to these 
strangers within her reach. Ministers are content to preach to those who are 
minded to come. There is little or no pastoral effort to gather in and provide 
for those who are perishing at the church’s doors. There are pastors living in 
sight or reach of their own countrymen and fellow Lutherans, who pass by 
their houses, meet them on their travels, deal with them in business, speak to 
them about crops, business and politics, yet who never say a word to these 

poor, careless ones about their souls, or even invite them to the House of God. 
How will they face them in the Judgment Day? 

What if these neighbors, acquaintances, and original members of the house- 
hold of faith there meet these pastors and say: “If you had spoken to me and 
_ made an effort to save me I might have been saved”? 

And then how strange and sad that many Lutheran ministers seem so utterly 
indifferent as to what becomes of the children and youth of their own church. 
If these young people stay away from church they are not looked after. If they 
are brought up in a Sunday school where they drink in another faith and spirit, 
they are allowed to go without one earnest effort to retain or reclaim them. 
Parents are not even instructed as to the danger of allowing the children to 
spend their Lord’s Days away from the church of their fathers, or in churches 
that deny the precious faith of their own church. 

The disciples in our text said of the destitute crowds, “Send ri away 
that they may go into the country round about and into the villages and buy 
bread.” Let them look out for themselves, we don’t care. 
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6:30 P. M. 


10:30 A. M. 


2:00 P. M. 
6:30 P.M. 
8:00 P. M. 


8:45 A. M. 


9:30 A. M. 
12:00 Mm. 


| 2:00 P. M. 
5:30 P. M. 


: 8:00 P. M. 


Jubilee Convention Program | 


ST. MARK'S ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
BARGO, NORTH DAKOTA 


THE REV. FRED W. IHLENFELD, PASTOR 


Monday, September 22, 1941 


Banquet 
- (Jointly with the Women’s Missionary Society of the Synod) ; 
Miss Lilith Schwab 
| 7 | | Missionary to India 
The Rev. W. H. Greever, D.D. 


Secretary of the United Lutheran Church in America 


Tuesday, September 23, 1941. 


Holy Communion 


Sermon..... ie 44s The Rev. G. K. Rubrecht, D.D. 
ae President of the Synod, 1917-1927 
Business 


Jubilee Motion Picture 


The Fiftieth Anniversary Service 


....The Rev. Paul H. Roth, D.D. 


President, Northwestern Lutheran Theological Seminary 


The Rev. W. H. Greever, D.D. 


Wednesday, September 24, 1941 


eee The Rev. W. C. Stump, Chaplain : 
| Field Missionary for Wisconsin, 1918-1928 

Business | 

Luncheon | | | 

The Rev. J. C. Kunzman, D.D. 


Secretary of English Home Missions of the General Council, 1898-1918 


Business 


Seminary Alumni Supper 


I ee The Rev. Prof. J. J. Raun, Ph.D. 
The Jubilee Offering Service | | 
Presentation Address.......... Mr. J. K. Jensen 
: Director of the Jubilee Offering 
.......The Rev. W. P. Christy, D.D. 


President of the Board of Directors, Northwestern Seminary 
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Thursday, September 25, 1941 
4... Devotions. . The Rev. W. C. Stump 
9:30 a.M. Business 


12:00 Mm. Luncheon 
Address... ..... The Rev. Wm. H. Gable, D.D. 


2:00 Pp. M. Business 


5:30P.M. Supper 


Address: The Rev. P. W. Roth, D.D. 
8:00 P.M. Service of Ordination | | 
Rev. M. J. Bieber, D.D. 


Synodical Superintendent of Home Missions, 1920-22 


Synodical Women's Missionary Society 


The Ninth Biennial Convention of the Women's Missionary Society 
of the English Evangelical Lutheran Synod of the Northwest 


aeey with the Annual Conventions of Groups A and B of the 
- Society of the Western Conference 


Sunday, September 21, 1941 


3:00 r.m. Missionary Congress 
Address by Miss Lilith Schwab 


6:00 p.M. Fellowship Supper 
Greeting by Myrtle B. Onsrud, R.N. 


8:00 p.M. Evening Service 


Monday, September 22, 1941 : 
9:00 Morning Worship 


2:00Pr.M. Business 
: Address, Myrtle Onsrud, R.N. 


6:30p.M. Banquet, 


Tuesday, September 23, 1941 
8:30a.M. Western Conference Conventions 


10:30 a.m. Communion Service, with Synod 


2:00 p.m. Addresses by Dr. W. H. Greever and Mrs. W. C. Stump 
| Unfinished Business 
Installation of Officers 


8:00 r.m. Synodical Jubilee Celebration Service 
| 9 
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And so these criminally careless pastors say: ‘“‘Let them go to others if they 
will, we don’t care.” 

Perhaps the distant villagers would have been glad to sell bread, and so 
profit by the want of the unprovided multitude. 

And so there are hosts of so-called churches, round about these careless 
Lutherans, that are perfectly willing to profit by the neglected young Lutherans. 
These neighboring denominations do not wait until careless Lutherans send 


their children. But they use every effort to draw them into their own folds and | 


thereby strengthen them. They know and appreciate the value of these Lu- 
theran youth and children. They realize that the church that gets these children 
has the future, and therefore these organized, persistent, and wide-spread efforts 
to proselyte Lutherans. We might take up hours speaking of these efforts. We 
might show how these denominations have their traveling missionaries, secre- 
taries and theological students by the scores and hundreds all over our land. 
Their measure of success is largely due to the fact that the Lutheran youth, 
born and brought up in this land as a rule prefers the language of the land. 
Our excellent public schools, are of necessity, English. The commercial and 
legal language is English. The daily press, and the literature are English. In 
nearly all our towns and cities the language of the shop and street is English. 
The children get it without a teacher. They breathe it in with the air. It comes 


to them in their sleep. They soon learn to speak, to think and to dream in Eng- 
lish. 


It is a remarkable fact, that in our cities where German Lutherans have 
their strong, well-equipped and efficient parochial schools, the language of the 
playground is English. Perhaps it should not be so. Certainly the children 
should learn the language of their parents. Certainly the more languages the 
child learns the better. All this we cheerfully concede. But with all that the 
above facts remain. They cannot be gainsaid or changed. | 

Now these Americanized children of the Lutheran Church will want the 
gospel in English. If their own church does not give it to them, they will get 
it elsewhere. 

The Lutheran Church has certainly had sad lessons and losses enough in the 
past. In the East the early Lutheran Church in America lost whole colonies. 
Where today are the descendants of the Swedes who landed on the Delaware, 
only eighteen years after the Puritans landed at Plymouth Rock? All in other 
churches. Why? Because their own church did not give them English. The 


same is true of the Dutch Lutherans, who came from Holland only one year | 
after the Pilgrims came from England. And so we have lost whole congrega- 
tions. And so we have lost individuals by the hundreds and thousands. ... . 


And thus we have lost men of piety, culture, wealth and influence, who 
have made their mark in every walk and station of life. They have become a 
mighty power for good in other churches. 

But enough on this point. Shall the sad mistakes of the East be repeated i in 
the West? 

They are shinibe being repeated in many places. In hundreds of towns and 
cities all over the West the best blood is being drained away from the Lutheran | 
Church. In hundreds of towns, where there is a large Lutheran population, 
there is not a single Lutheran Sunday school and the Lutheran children are 


being trained up for other churches in their Sunday schools. So we found it in 


Alexandria, Ada, and Crookston, Minnesota, and also in Buxton, Mayville and 
Hatton, North Dakota. In all of these places there are now Lutheran Sunday 
schools, some entirely English and some with English classes. | 
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3. And this is the object and mission of the English Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod of the Northwest. This Synod proposes to help to stop this fearful leak. 


It is our sole aim and purpose to assist our Lutheran brethren, of whatever 


language or synodical connection, to save their children to the Lutheran Church. 
While some Lutherans may say: “Send them away and let them buy bread where 
they please,’ we believe that the Master says to us: “Give ye them to eat.” 

It is by no means our purpose to antagonize or work against any existing 
Lutheran churches. We do not desire to take a single member away from an- 
other church. We only ask of our Lutheran churches which use a foreign tongue, 
that they kindly let us have what they cannot hold. All we ask is the crumbs 


that fall from their tables. It is our desire and purpose that we in turn may 


help these our neighbors. That we will send to them any such Lutherans as we 
may find, who can appreciate the gospel better in their language than in ours. 
It is our hope and prayer that we may be enabled to work hand in hand with 
all our brethren in the one precious faith, and that our little Synod may become 
instrumental in drawing closer together the divided ranks of our own dear 


church. 


Our beginning is small. The multitudes and their wants are great. But as 


the blessed Jesus with His believing disciples and apostles was present in the 
desert-place, as the loaves and fishes were there, and as the lad who carried 
them was there; so we believe that the same compassionate Master is here also. 
His believing disciples are here. His ministers who are in the apostolic succes- 
sion of truth are here. The loaves and fishes, the Word and Sacraments, are here 


and the lads who will help us carry them to the muicitudes are here. Is not 


the Church of Christ then with us? Are we not of and in that church? Who 
will dispute our faith? Our ministry? Our believing communicants and our 
consecrated children? | 

Let us go forth then in the Master’ s name. Let us heed Him as He says: 
“Give ye them to eat.” We see the need. Let us feel the responsibility. Let us 
have compassion even as the Master has. Let us be ready to gird ourselves as 
servants even as the apostles did. Let us be ready to be the servants of all whom 


we can assist and help. Let us be ready to look after the stranger, the neglected, 


the out-cast, the wanderer, the poor and needy. Let us be ready to stoop down 
and extend the hand of sympathy and help to those who feel embittered, who 
say that the church does not care for them. Let us gather neglected children 
from the streets and alleys and Christless homes of our cities and towns. Let us 
gather all such into Sunday schools and congregations. ... . 
No other church has such a mission. No other church can do such a work. 
_ It is our privilege to help save this land for Christ and His truth. It is ours 
‘to stand by and bear witness to the whole truth of the whole divine Word. It 
is ours to take a stand against the Materialism, the Deism, the Rationalism, the 
Fanaticism, and the Romanism that all threaten our fair land. 

Our situation is not always pleasant. We are not wanted, even by those 
whom we desire to help. We are often misunderstood and misinterpreted. We 
are often ridiculed and sneered at because in these regions we are still so weak. 
But “the Lord of hosts is with us, the God of Jacob is our Refuge.” 

Only let us keep close to the blessed Christ and follow implicitly and closely 
His directions. Let us get from His blessed hands what we set before our people. 
Thus will it be our blessed privilege to make of these Northwestern states, the 
brightest gems among the stars of our country’s flag. Thus may our Synod go 
teal. “bright as the sun, fair as the moon, and terrible as an army with 
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1891 


Our Synod Today 


The Dakotas, Montana, and Winnipeg 
1891 


General Benevolence 


to U.L.C. A. 


PERCENTAGE 
OF GENERAL 


47.25 


SSSSSSSSSNSSSS 


Sssssssssxsess 


*Synodical year changed, 8 months only 


1891 


1900 


3,501 


12,880 


1910 


12 


1 congregation 
16 congregations 


4 congregations 
38 congregations 


1 congregation 
$4 congregations 


Growth in Benevolences 


1920 


24,834 


Confirmed Membership 


1930 


47,080 


Baptized Membership by Decades 


39 
3,428 
249 
15,040 


55 
28,399 


194] 
70,000 


| The Growth of the Synod 
NORTH 
DAKOTA 
SOUTH | 
DAKOTA | 

J 
Wisconsin and Upper Michigan | 
| FUND PAID, 
| 1919 70.00 $17,500 
| 1921 33.33 12,544 
| 1922 33.33 11,698 
1924 43.00 23,677 
| 1925 44.15 25,617 
1927 27,996 | 
1929 | 40,159 
| 1930 39,298 
1931 19,988 
1932 31,060 
| 1933 27,434 
1934 30,273 
1936 32,934 
om | 1937 36,065 
| 1938 34,809 
1939 36,657 
: 


OUR SEMINARY 


: The greatest gift of God for the furtherance of our Synod’s work next to 


His Word and the Sacraments is Northwestern Seminary. It is the very center 
from which our life as a Synod flows. The phenomenal growth of our Synod is 
largely due to it. During twenty-one years it has trained 151 pastors. About 
two-thirds of our active pastors are graduates of our Seminary. This seminary 
is our very own. We profit by its labors. We alone are responsible for its support. 


Seminary Faculty — 1941 


THe Rev. Paut H. Rotn, D.D. 
President and Professor of Historical Theology . 
THE Jonas H. Dresser, D.D. 
Professor of Practical Theology and Dean 


THe Rev. ARTHUR C. P. Hays, A.M., S.T.M. 
Professor of New Testament and Librarian 


THe REV. James J. Raun, PH.D. | 
Professor of Systematic Theology and Secretary 


Tue Rev. Paurt E. HUFFMAN, A.M. 


Louise Grunow 
Professor of Old Testament 


LAWRENCE M. BRINGS 
Professor of Public Speaking 
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Looking Forward 


The work of the Synod of the Northwest has only begun. It is no more 
possible to visualize the potentialities of another fifty years, than it was pos- 
sible for Dr. Trabert and Dr. Frick to see in the little synod of ery years ago 
with its 343 members the host of 45,000 today. 

With the Synod’s field larger than ever before, with the great increase of its” 
population since the early days of the Synod’s beginnings, the time has come 
when the appeal must be directed more strongly than ever before to those who 
have no Lutheran background, the vast American unchurched public. 

Our Synod, springing from the oldest Lutheran origins in America, has the 
advantage of 250 years of American life. To say that other bodies use English 
now is most gratifying, but is far from rendering unnecessary the Synod’s 
characteristic service. Speaking English is only a part of the story. The abundant 
harvest of souls in late years constitutes the most unmistakable mandate to go | 
forward more determinedly than ever before. 

It would be our duty to proclaim the witness of God’s love in Jesus Christ 
if we were never vouchsafed a glimpse of the harvest. That we have been 
cheered and encouraged through the years by such manifest and abundant evi- 
dences of blessing is surely the wholly unmerited and unspeakable beneficence 
of our God. 

And while guarding ourselves constantly against the dangerous attractive-_ 
ness of relying upon external values and measurements, it may be permitted 
to hold before ourselves a vision of the Lutheran Church in America such as, 
under God’s correction, we would have her, a Church to which we humbly 
pray the Synod of the Northwest may be permitted to contribute a part. 

Let us picture a Church, then, conscious of her call to great service; no 
sect, but bearer of the Word in its fullness. A Church that addresses itself not 
to nationalities but to the Nation, that speaks not to the Lutheran diaspora 
alone, but to every needy soul of whatever antecedents. — 

We look to a Church that will cherish the gifts of her children, piaceting 
her gifted sons and daughters to uphold such a standard of scholarship and 
Christian character in the teaching office, in every pure art and department 
of useful knowledge, in theology and preaching, that she may bring an irresist- 
ible witness to the glory of Church and Gospel. 

A Church that does not stand aloof from ie fortunes of the land in wh’ ch 
she lives, but whose preachers see to it that her children pay their debt to 
Caesar, taking their part in politics, occupying public offices, doing her part 
that righteousness may triumph in this land. 

A Church that rejoices in its cosmopolitan character, and its children and 
tongues from every land, but that does not make these rich varieties a cause 
of division but a means of enriching the Church’s testimony and culture, and 
the culture of our native land. 

And, withal, a Church of larger vision and longer view, that sees her place 
not in some meager perspective but in heroic proportions; that plans for the 
future, that projects and expects great things from God. A Church with a zeal 
and aggressiveness such as Paul illustrated, like that of Luther, Muhlenberg, 
Passavant, occupying every point of bea we for Christ and the salvation of 
souls. 

And, with all this, keeping her ancient faith in Him without Whom there 
can be no light, life or good in the world. That is the Vision. It is great enough 
to live for. It was in the minds of the founders fifty years ago. Please God, in 
the years to come it penal increasingly proceed toward onan. 
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